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West End 

There are eight parcels in the West End. They vary from a remote beach peninsula with pockets of vegetation to 

downtown settings. 

In F25, the peninsula, there is a mixture of grass and shrub fuels but they are very isolated and are surrounded by water 

and beach, ergo low wildfire risk.  

The downtown parcels mostly consist of low fire activity timber fuels or open lawns. There are some pockets of shrub 

fuels, including the dense honeysuckle vines draped over shrubs in the northern portion of the Ferguson Museum 

property, F01 and F15. This is a case where the selected model may “over-predict” how wildfire would burn in the 

honeysuckle. Under extremely dry and windy conditions, when these shrubs are dormant and vines are dead and cured, 

these SH6 fuels may produce fire that meets the High risk definition. These patches are relatively small and are very 

accessible to fire suppression actions.  As a result these conditions pose little threat to adjacent structures and private 

property and the overall wildfire risk rating for parcels F01 / F15 and F22 is Moderate.  

The shrubby portion of F22, combined with the adjacent grass field, can pose a moderate threat under extremely dry 

conditions. 
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BRICKYARDS NORTH (Brickyard Trail) and BRICKYARDS SOUTH (Clay Pit Trail) PARCELS 

 F53 a/b/c are grass fuels and wildfire risk is lowered by mowing or prescribed burning. F54 is old grassy field that 

is invaded with woody plants and fire threats are low and there are no adjacent private structures. 

The parcels in Brickyards North are timber models with low fire risk. The interior of Brickyards North is mostly 

non-burnable marsh and open water.  

The outlying E09 and F49 parcels are low risk timbered models with patches of shrub.  

Brickyard South is broken into three areas fuel model wise.  Most of the interior as traversed by the Clay Pit trail 

is timbered woodlands with low wildfire risk (Parcels F44 and F39) . The southern portion is mostly parcel F33 

which is made up of low risk Shrub (SH3) and has some old tree plantations with low risk timber fuels.  

The area of E08, the old clay pit ravine, has continuous shrub fuels that increase in fuel loading as they climb the 

ravine up the slope to the SW corner of E08. This is a shrub fuel bed on 35% slope with a Northeast to East 

aspect.  Although parcel is ranked High wildfire risk, but there are significant mitigating circumstances that reduce 

this danger. First off the East aspect is out of alignment both for high afternoon solar heating and for prevailing 

winds. The property surrounding the house at the top of this fuel bed is mowed lawn and a good fuel break to 

protect the house.   
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BARLOW POND SOUTH 

 

The fuel models on parcel F06 are low risk timbered fuels and low risk shrubs that make up marsh surrounding 

open water.  

Parcel F28 is 50% low risk timber fuels and 50% moderate shrub fuels with no structures adjoining the shrub fuels 

which reduces wildfire risk to adjacent properties.  

The E04 parcel consists of a steep ravine with a Southeast aspect. The toe of this slope is at the beach on Block 

Island Sound. Above the beach to the top of the bluff at the head of the ravine are continuous shrub fuels 

including both Maritime Shrub/Scrub and Successional Shrub forest. These shrub models are rated as High risk. 

The NE corner of this parcel, at the top of the slope, is a low risk timbered tree plantation. A small structure (an 

art studio) is perched on the edge of this ravine at the top of this steep SE aspect and is embedded in dense shrub 

fuels. The landowner should decide if some clearing to create a fire break around the structure is merited, or, 

since this is not a very expensive structure just accept risk of loss due to a possible wildfire. As mentioned before 

in this report fire behavior predicted in these shrub fuels may be over-predicted by the model due to reluctance 

of the Maritime Shrub / Scrub vegetation to burn unless under rare and extreme conditions. The large mansion 

on the main property is not at risk from fire. Further details on E04 are spelled out below. 
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Barlow Pond North, Island Pond and Clay Point Road  

The fuel models on parcel F08 are low risk timbered and grass fuels.  

F29 has an isolated patch of phragmites that is no risk due to location while most of the parcel is non-burnable.  

F18 / F55 / F35a / F57 / E10 all are mixed woodlands with low risk timber and low risk shrub fuels.  

E06 is mostly low risk timber fuels with a small patch of moderate risk shrub, but there are no private exposures 

of concern. A portion of E06 is an area of TL4 fuels (Small Downed Logs) that is an area where mature trees we 

felled to improve vista clearing for a potential home site nearby. The fuels are litter and small branches / tops of 

trees felled, not the large tree trunks on the ground which are resistant to burning as 1000 hour / 10,000 hour 

fuels.  

E05 is a combination of low risk timber and low risk grassland.  

F52 and F16a are low risk timber and patches of low risk grasses.  

F16b is mostly low risk grasses with band of shrubs adjacent to non-burnable beach and marsh.   

F21a & F21b are both timbered with moderate shrub understory.    

The Middle Farms North parcels are timbered with interior marsh and open water that are surrounded by low risk 

shrub fuels.   

F32 has a 2.5 acre field of heavy grass that can be kept as low risk with routine prescribed burning or mowing.   

F02 is mostly the island in the Island Pond and although it has some shrubby fuels there is no risk of wildfire 

escaping the island. 
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PARCEL WILDFIRE RISK

F41 MODERATE

F42 LOW

F27 LOW

F32 LOW

F60 LOW

F59 LOW
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MIDDLE FARMS, TREASURE POND AND BARRIER BEACH 

The Middle Farms Flats parcels (F19/F20 /F35b/E01/E03) consist of grass fuels including grass shrub fuels in the 

grassland itself. These fuels are low risk when they are burned or mowed. East of the grassland the parcels have 

low risk timber fuels.  West and south of the grassland is a mixture of low risk timber, moderate risk shrub fuels 

and high risk phragmites that basically hug shorelines of Island Pond. Since these fuels are placed between open 

water and the low risk maintained field they present low wildfire risk.  

Barrier Beach parcels (F38/F38b) have both abundant Maritime Shrub/Scrub and phragmites grasses but are 

surrounded by water. F03 fuels are limited to a band of high risk Maritime Shrub between the waters of Island 

Pond and Block Island Sound. This band of Maritime Shrub continues east of the property line of Parcel F03 onto 

adjacent private lands. There is no history of these Maritime Shrub/Scrub habitats burning on Fishers Island, 

however these fuels may have a very long fire return interval (200 or more years). 

The parcels north and south of Middle Farms Pond (north are F63/Town Owned/F17/F10/F26; south are 

F11/F09/F24/F23/F05) are generally low risk timber models with some low risk shrub areas and non-burnable wet 

marsh habitats. F26 has a band of maritime shrub surrounded by low risk fuels. Along the southern edge of F23 

there is a maritime bluff band of fuels that runs east-west. This feature contains a good mix of shrub/scrub plants 

that will burn intensely under very rare conditions. The good news is that this band is hemmed in by low risk 

timber fuels, unburnable marsh thicket and non-burnable rock beaches. So the wildfire risk is low.  
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 Model Fuel Type Risk

GR3 Grass Low

GR6 Grass Low

GR8 Grass High

GS3 Grass Low

SH3 Shrub Low

SH4 Shrub Mod

SH6 Shrub High

TL2 Timber Low

TL4 Timber Low

TU2 Timber Low

TU3 Timber Low

NB1 No Burn N/A

NB4 No Burn N/A

NB8 No Burn N/A

NB9 No Burn N/A
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CHOCOMOUNT 

Parcel F34 is a large forest tract consisting of low risk timber fuels. There is also a marshy pepperbush dominated 

swamp in the SW portion that is non-burnable under all but extremely dry conditions (persistent drought).  

Parcel 58a is primarily a low risk timber fuel model with a patch of low risk coarse grass fuel on the north end.  

Parcel 58b is made up of low risk coarse grass fuels and the southwest quarter and low risk timber fuels on the 

southeast quarter. In the northern half there is a band of high risk Maritime Shrub that abuts a non-burnable 

beach, path and mowed lawn areas, which mitigates the wildfire risk to moderate. 

Parcel F61 is a low wildfire risk shrub model with no immediately adjacent private infrastructure concerns. 

Parcel F46 is a combination of 2/3 low risk timber fuels and 1/3 low risk shrubs.  

Parcels E07a and E07b are mostly covered with low risk timber fuels. There is dense patch of high risk SH6 shrub 

fuel model in the NW corner of the steep mowed lawn that surrounds the house.  This lawn and fire-resistant 

construction of the estate house make this parcel a low wildfire threat risk.  

F62 is large parcel that is timbered shrub, a low wildfire risk model.  

Parcel F43 has no improvements in the forested areas, and is the access to Chocomount Beach.  This is a shrubby 

parcel with both moderate and high wildfire risk shrubs. The saving grace, wildfire wise, is that this shrubby 

parcel is isolated from adjacent infrastructure properties by a large mowed lawn and roads.  
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F43 

Parcel 43 is a shrubby fuel model and has a band of Maritime Shrub/Scrub paralleling the 

beach (the Red SH6 fuel model). This Scrub is a mixture of oak / cherry / saltbush and 

honeysuckle that may burn intensely under extremely dry circumstances. It has a very long (5-

500 year) fire return interval. These fuels however are adjacent to buffers such as mowed 

lawns, beach and parking areas which mitigates wildfire concerns and lowers the risk to 

adjacent exposures. 
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CHOCOMOUNT BEACH AND COASTAL POND 

These south shore parcels with Maritime Scrub patches are some of the hottest fuels on Fishers Island, and Parcel 

F37 is another example of that. F37 is a very shrubby parcel that surrounds an estate house with a wide, 

surrounding mowed lawn. The adjacent private property to the west has similar fuels, but there is open lawn 

defensible space around the house. To the east the adjacent Buckner properties have similar continuous brushy 

fuels, but once again defensive mowed lawn space around structures. Parcel F37 is considered a high wildfire risk 

in this study, but once again it is likely that the actual fire behavior is over-predicted by the selected fuel model 

and that these scrub/shrub fuels will only burn under extremely dry weather conditions. This location is out of 

alignment with prevailing winds, but given its south aspect sun will be able to warm the timbered shrubs during 

most of the prime burn period and will also help generate an on shore sea breeze. Saying all that; a) there is no 

fire history in these Maritime Shrub/Scrub ecotones on Fishers Island and b) these habitats are identified in the 

Fire Effects Information System of having a very long Fire Return Interval. F37 is rated high for wildfire risk.  

F31 is a low risk timbered fuel model with the exception of a patch of high risk phragmites in the NW corner at 

the edge of an adjacent marsh. This patch is hemmed in by the wet marsh and adjacent low risk timbered fuels. 

Parcel F30 is a low risk combination of timbered fuels and timbered shrub fuels. 
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EAST END BY BIG CLUB AND MUD POND 

 

Parcel F13 fuels consist of a marsh overrun with phragmites (High risk grass fuel) adjacent to a low risk timbered 

woodland to the south of the marsh. The marsh is in a depression below adjacent properties to the south, but 

there is no risk of wildfire from the marsh affecting the adjacent homes as long as those landowners continue to 

maintain mowed fuel breaks. The woodland south of the marsh borders an open fairway on the golf course so 

there is no wildfire risk present there  

Parcel F51 is low risk timbered fuels and low risk timbered shrub. 

Parcel F50 is directly behind the grounds keeping maintenance yard of the Fishers Island Golf Club. It is low risk 

timber understory fuel model throughout most of the block, however the northern edge is a non-burnable shrub 

swamp that fringes open water to the north.  

Parcel F48 is primarily low risk timber understory fuel model curving around a small coastal pond fringed by a 

non-burning shrub swamp in the center of the unit.  The eastern edge of the unit, east of the shrub swamp, is a 

thicket of high fire risk heavy brush (SH6) fuel model. The overall wildfire rating of Parcel F48 is moderate based 

on the fact that the brush to the east is bordered by non-burnable swamp and a road. Note this coastal pond (and 

its surrounding marsh) has variable water levels, so under persistent drought the swamp could potentially burn. 

Parcel F47 and Parcel F56 are both timbered low wildfire risk shrub fuel models and easily accessible from road.  
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